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The popularity of the concept ’disorder’ in various fields is undoubtedly influenced by
scientific developments: The concept of entropy, Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle and
chaos theorv. There is however a philosophical confusion concerning the relation between
order and disorder and the distinction among various types of disorder and their
significance.
I argue that there are more than one type of disorder, and that each type has its distinct
characteristics. For instance, chaos, in its original (mythological) sense as tlne
pre-crea4Liort state is the state of no distinctions, whereas randomness is the state in which
distinct elements occur without submission to a known law. The typology I offer
distinguishes among five types of disorder. Each type Is related differently to order and
has its own significance to human experience.




