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ARTICLES
OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDY OF SYMMETRY

(ISIS-SYMMETRY)

Adopted in Budapest, 16th August 1989, and
modified in Washington. D.C., 20th Au~ust 1995, by the General Assembly.

Article 1 Name and Address

The name of the organization is "International Society for the Interdisciplinary Study
of Symmetry" (abbreviation: ISIS-Symmetry; sh()rter name: Symmetry Society). The
interest of the Society covers any interdisciplinary, inter-cultural study of various
aspects of symmetry and related concepts (e.g.; proportion, rhythm, invariance) in
science, art, and technology ('symmetrology').

The Office of the Society resides at the residence of the President or the Secretary
General (currently in Budapest, Hungary). The Society may have additional
regional offices.

Article 2 Purpose

The purpose of the Society is:
(1) to bring together artists and scientists, educators and students devoted to, or
interested in, the research and understanding of the concept and application of
symmetry (asymmetry, dissymmetry);
(2) to provide regular information to the general public about events in
symmetrology;
(3) to ensure a regular forum (including the organization of symposia, and the
publication of a periodical) for all those interested in symmetrology.

Article 3 Non-profit organization

The Society is a non-profit organization. Members of the Board, including the
President, serve without any remuneration from the Society.

Article 4 Membership

There are four types of Membership: Ordinary, Student, Institutional and
Honorary.
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Ordinary Members: Any scientist, artist, or educator in the world engaged in
research or in application of any field of symmetrology, may apply for Ordinary
Membership.
Student Members: Students at degree granting institutions may apply for Student
Membership. At the end of the year of graduation this membership will be
terminated and the former Student Members shall then be eligible to apply for an
Ordinary Membership.
Institutional Members: Any institution with corresponding interests may apply for
Institutional Membership. The Institution may nominate up to five representatives
who may act as Ordinary Members.
Honorary Members are elected by the General Assembly or by the Board.

Article 5 Membership fee

Membership fees are determined by the Board. Currently Ordinary Members pay
an annual fee of US$ 78.00, Student Members US$ 63.00, what includes free
subscription to the Society's journal. Institutional Membership fees are determined
by the Board. Decisions on waivers can also be made by the Board.

Article 6 Board and Advisory Board

The highest decision-making body of the Society is the General Assembly. The
Board is elected by the General Assembly and acts on behalf of it until its next
meeting. The Officers are elected by open voting for the period between two
Interdisciplinary Symmetry Congresses (usually for three years). All Members have
the right to nominate candidates. The Board consists of the President, the
Chairperson of the Advisory Board, the Secretary General, Secretaries, and further
Members ofthe Board.
The Board elects the members of the Advisory Board.
The Board may invite Honorary Presidents, Chairpersons ofProjects, Liaison persons
to related societies or journals, etc. The Board may also appoint ad hoc
Committees for specific purposes, e.g., Advisory Committee of
meetings/exhibitions, Editorial Board of publications.

Article 7 Officers

The President shall be the chief executive officer of the Society; shall be responsible
for executing the general policies of the Society and the concrete decisions made
by the Board or the Members; shall act as a spokesman; and shall represent the
Society in general at other scientific/artistic fora.
The Chairperson of the Advisory Board shall represent the Society and express the
opinion shared by the Advisory Board in scientific/artistic affairs.
The Secretary General shall be responsible for conducting the affairs of the Society
under the supervision of the President, may substitute for the President in any
function at the decision of the Board or at the request of the President, and
performs the functions of a treasurer.
The Secretaries of the Society shall help the work of the Secretary General in
executing the general policies of the Society.
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ISIS-Symmetry held its 3rd triennial Congress Symmetry: Natural and Artificialand
the related Ars Scientifica Exhibitions in Washington, D.C., August 14-20, 1995.
Over two-hundred participants attended the programs, where 21 lectures were
given in the morning plenary meetings, and over 150 scientific papers were pre­
sented in the afternoon workshops and at the evening shows. Special sessions were
devoted to the centenary of the birth of L. Moholy-Nagy, with the active participa­
tion of his family members and students, and to the tenth anniversary of the first
publication of the experimental discovery of quasicrystals, involving some of the
discoverers and those who contributed to pave the way. Artistic works and models of
over fifty exhibitors were displayed in the main exhibition rooms of the conference
venue (Old Colony Inn in Alexandria, VA) and in the atrium of the AAAS head­
quarters in the downtown of Washington, D.C., where a reception was given for the
Congress participants by A. H. Teich,Program Director of AAAS. The art program
included also the visit of the P. Mondrian Retrospective Exhibition at the National
Gallery, guided by A. Loeb. The Congress program included the following
workshops and shows (listed in alphabetical order): Ars (Dis)Symmetrica, Art and
visual mathematics,Biosymmetries, bionics, and biomechanics, Cerebral
asymmetries and education,. Chaos and symmetry breaking, Chess and arts,
Ethnomathematics, From the classical crystals to quasicrystals, Harmony and
golden section, Japanese tea ceremony, Kaleidoscope festival and workshop,
Lecture recital followed by a concert, Manual workshops, Movies animations,
Nature, mathematics and art, Patterns, tessellations, basic design, Representation
principles, Rigid and flexible surfaces, Round table discussions, Space structures,
architecture and basic design, Symmetry and information, Symmetry in a cultural
context, Symmetry in dance (perfqfmances), Symmetry in humanities and educa­
tion, Symmetry in music, dance, drama, and poetry, Symmetry in the Islamic art,
Symmetry principles in the mathematical-physical sciences,iTape-recital-lecture,
The L. Moholy-Nagy centenary, Video and multimedia performances, Wasan - old
Japanese mathematics.

ISIS-Symmetry held its General Assembly on August 20. This session modified the
Articles of the Society (concerning the changing structural composition of the
Board) and elected the new officials, board members and the members of the new
Advisory Board for the next three years. You find the new Articles on the previous
pages, the list of the officials and members of the Board on the inside front cover,
and the list of the members of the Advisory Board on the inside back cover.

The General Assembly decided to hold the 4th Congress of ISIS-Symmetry at the
Technion in Haifa (Israel) in 1998.

The participants commemorated the passed away Honorary Members of the Soci­
ety: Cyril Smith (U.S.A.), Ilarion I. Shafranovskii (Russia), Victor A. Frank­
Kamenetsky (Russia), Eugene P. Wigner (U.S.A.).
Then Harold S. M. Coxeter (Canada) has been elected as a new Honorary Member.
At present ISIS-Symmetry has two Honorary Presidents: Konstantin V. Frolov
(Russia) and Yuval Ne'eman (Israel); and five Honorary Members: Johann Jakob
Burckhardt (Switzerland), H. S. M. Coxeter (Canada), Istvan Hargittai (Hungary),
Heinrich Heesch (Germany), and Kodi Husimi (Japan).
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THE THnm CONGRESS - JOlIN LANGDON'S AMBIGRAMMATIC RESPONSE

ISIS- Symmetry's Third Interdisciplinary Congress was undoubtedly
inspiring for all attendees, each in their own way. For me, naturally
(but not artificially) the inspiration took form as a number of new
ambigrams. The very name of the Congress inspired me to rise to 'the
self-imposed challenge of creating an ambigrammatic, and hence

symmetrical, design of the words Natural and Artificial.

THEB~UTYOFAN
ENTIRETY. WHICH
ORIGINATES FROM
lHE f--i}\RMONY OF
rrs COMFONENTS.

u·suro~OfO!qWAS" su suro~!qwuJO lasqns .rnlnaH.rnd S!lIl 0l ~aJa~ I
'aaUalS!Xa s,~alrJO qaua ~oJ 'a.x0Ja.xaql 'a~u Aaql su luapuadap~aluI

'UMOqS su '.xaqlo qaua 0l UO!l!soddo U! paauld a.xu SP~OM OMl aql uaqM
A{UO lUa~uddu sawoaaq A.xlaWWAS aq.r, 'IUa~lawwAs AlIUa!lIdu~ lOU S!
JlaSl! p.xOM aqlwql U! suro~!quro lSOW a)[!{Un (;, uS!" aq l! Plnoqs ~O) a.rn
uluP9H.IV" puu' uIU.InlUN" lnq 'A.xlaWwAS IuuoHulO~ suq uA.xlawwAS"
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In the opening moments of the first day, Gyorgy Darvas set the tone for the
Congress, opening his talk focusing on the word "center." ISIS-Symmetry
is the center of the network that brings us together; Alexandria,once the
center ofthe intellectual world in Egypt, last August was the focal point for

symmetrical thought of the highest level in Virginia, USA.

·uopUJ!dsu! JO ::l~UW snop!Jdu::l aq1 S! tpns 1nq 'aw 01 A.Ia1SAW
U S! aJoJaq wu.I2!qwu [UUO!lU'-lOJ ardw!S s!tI1 palliJ!sap JaAaU puq I At{A\
·laaw a::luaps pun lJU aJaqM 's!XU un pa1UasaJdaJ ssa.I2uo:) aq1luqllno .sU!
-lU!od Aq papnpuo:> A1JJgAD 'd!tIsuonuraJ rU::l!JlawUL\s Aun JO lU!od .su!uyap
aq1 S! 'spro .10 '.Ia+ua::l aq1 su 'aW!Jdo.lddu Ara1ardwo::l 'as.lnO::l JO 'SUM S!tI.L
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During the week there did arise a number ofdifferences between scientists
and artists, of course. The clearest point of differentiation was this: when
a scientist hears the word "projector" he or she pictures on overhead

projector; an artist naturally envisions a Kodak Carousel.

·+JolJa .uaAa .1!aql u!d.1apun luql sa!tIdosouqd
alll :SJI.1OM .1!alll saH.1apun relll l!.I!ds alll UIO.1] A-eM-e s.1alaUI1IT1UI .10
spuo:las Ma] -e u-elll a.1OUI .1aAaU a.1-e SlSnuapS pu-e SlS!l.IV ·lUasa.1d-.1aAa S-eM
aUIalll ~U!l!Un auo 'sare.1lSuoUIap "UI-e~OlO!qUIAS" s!tIl s-e 'ssalallpaAaN
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Arthur Loeb gave us a Fuller understanding of ratio­
na.l numbers, which Buckminster believed in, and
irrational numbers, which he did not. It seems to fol­
low appropriately that the word "rational" can be seen

as a simple rotational ambigram, but

tiog...

·~UOH'B.u1 AI<l.ms a.rn AI~:>1lS~U11
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Messrs. Shechtman, Cahn, Ogawa, etal, covered the subject of

'aIq!ssodw! '£qawUIAs PIoJ-aAY aJIH
'£qaUIwAs sib pa.Iap!suo;) aAUq a;)uo fq~!W I 'AIafu!.Ido.IddV

John Conway's Game of Life inspired

Klaus Landwehr's interesting vantage point equated perception
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It was unfortunate that Mssrso Domingo and Sanchez-Mayendia
were unable to attend and make their presentation on
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Ambiguity is the quality of an idea being understood from more than one
point of view, much like an idea interpreted by several people, translated
into different languages, or an event that is observed by viewers from a
number of different vantage points. Each viewer has a different visual
experience and remembers a different image, the way the several blind
men experienced the elephant. None of the individual witnesses experi­
ences "The Truth." The only "truth" is a composite of their several expe­
riences that lies at a center point of their observations. Symmetry is
what remains the same when a change is made. Truth is what remains
the same when something is seen from a different point of view. Thus we
must expand on the old adage, "Beauty is Truth; Truth is Beauty:"

Symmetry is Beauty; Symmetry is Truth.

·wu~!qumAl!n2!qWll AW pup.lag £Ioaql pUll l!-I~ds

aql JO aw papu!wa.l l! pUll 'Anll:>~qdll~ pUll Anll:>ns~n2!I qlog "'Iuuon
-qSUll.If" s! £IfaWwhS S!l.{J, ·uap! aql JO qln.q .10 'a:>uassa aql 'Iau.lai{ aql
sluasa.lda.l l:>as.lalU! sIUlad aql a.laqM 'lU~od .Iawa:> aqJ, ·.IaMOU aql JO
slulad aql su paluasa.lda.l a.lll SUOnllla.ld.lalU! pUll suonllISUll.ll wanbas
-qns Sl! puu i{.I0M IUU~!.IO uu U!a.laqM ".IaMOU S,UllWfO'1" JO lda:>uo:> aql 0l
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Finally after a week whose plane had been fully tiled with stimulating
and interlocking ideas, it was time to wave
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with this bilateral, or mirror-image, ambigram.

Graphic Design,Department
Drexel University

32nd & Market Streets
Philadelphia,PA 19104 USA

© JOlrn LANGDON 1996


